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A Few Thoughts
• Better data, better science, better decisions
• Not all data is created equal
• Not all data management systems are equal
• Data is not always available in the form you want
• The data you need may be hiding in data you don’t 
need
• More data is available today than ever before
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Some Examples of  Public 
Data
• http://www.data.gov/
• http://www.zanran.com/q/
• http://www.publicrecordcenter.com/
• http://www.census.gov/
• http://www.claysheriff.org/
• http://dor.sd.gov/Taxes/Business_Taxes/
• http://publicrecords.onlinesearches.com/SD_
Brookings.htm
• http://thearda.com/
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Why Research The Clay 
County Sheriff ’s Office
• http://www.claysheriff.org/
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Why Use Public Data
• Research is the one way to get beyond our 
personal experiences and opinions.  Our 
personal opinions are so persuasive, and so 
reinforced by our thought patterns that it is 
difficult to move beyond them.
• If  you encounter an argument that supports 
your opinion . . . Be twice skeptical of  it.  
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Why Use Public Data
• Measuring improvement requires data
• Funding increasingly demands data
• We don’t have enough time to make all the 
mistakes
• The plural of  anecdote isn’t data
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http://www.dol.gov/dol/topi
c/statistics/index.htm
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http://dor.sd.gov/Taxes/Business_Taxes/
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http://dor.sd.gov/Taxes/Business_Taxes/Statistics/2010/PDFs/CY/CY10Cou
ntybySIC.pdf
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http://mcdc.missouri.edu/websas/ir
smigpros/US%20State-to-State.html
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http://mcdc2.missouri.edu/cgi-
bin/broker?_PROGRAM=websas.irsmig_menu.sas&_SERVICE=appdev&st=29
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Let’s Look at Zanran
http://www.zanran.com/q/
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What’s with thearda.com 
• A number of  questions arise regarding 
religions, the number of  people in varying 
congregations, which ones are growing, 
and so on.
• The Census stopped asking questions 
about religion before WWII
• ARDA is a workable alternative
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http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/pr
oducts/nvsr.htm
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Finding that old census
• http://mapserver.lib.virginia.edu/
• Note:  Most of  the 1890 Census was 
destroyed in a fire, so don’t get upset if  
that information is incomplete.
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http://www.census.gov/compen
dia/statab/past_years.html
• The Statistical Abstracts begin in 1789 and 
continue to the present.
• Obviously, data from 1789 precedes even 
the typewriter – but the early data has been 
transcribed from quill pen entries to 
typeset and is easily read.
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The Newer Data is also PDF
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Questions?
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